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retreating force, which yet managed to retrace its steps and get back to its original point of depaf ture, though" mauled by foes and decimated by privations and sickness to the verge of annihilation.
Strabo, the historian of this campaign and a friend of Aelius Gallus, has done much to fog the topography of the region described in his efforts to save the reputation of his friend. Such efforts seem unnecessary, for in the mind of anyone with experience of the Arabs and their country, the whole enterprise must stand out as a fine piece of tactics and organization in spite of its failure. The water-supply alone was a serious problem along much of the route followed, and it says much for the morale of the troops engaged that the column ever got back as a military unit.
The man with local knowledge who accompanies an expedition must expect to be ignored in success and bear the brunt of failure. Poor Syllaeus was no exception to the rule; they dragged him to Rome and cut his head off.
Early in the Christian era we find the new religion gaining ground in Yamen, side by side with Judaism, imported thither by refugees from the sack of Jerusalem under Titus in A.D. 70.
There were two Christian missions to Hamyar. The first sent by Athanasius and the next (under the Emperor Constantine) led by Theophilus Indus, who built a church at Aden.
Nejran embraced Christianity about A.D. 500. Sale describes the occasion in his preliminary discourse to the Koran. It was at this epoch that a persecution of Christians was commenced by the last Hamyarite Monarch of Yamen, a bigoted Jew named Dhu Nowas,